
Dear Friend,

Spring is here, and this wonderful time of year encourages us to think of warm days, sunny 
weather, short-sleeve shirts and summertime sports.

We are indeed fortunate to live in a country where we have a secure food supply, a strong 
health care system and homes that protect (most Canadians) from the extremes of weather. 
We are also blessed to enjoy the benefits of a good social service net. Thankfully, Canadians 
can find government supported programs for mental health issues, physical disabilities and 
severe learning challenges. 

We most strongly disagree, and for-
tunately, the majority of Ugandans 
and Guatemalans also disagree. As 
the lilies of the field and the birds 
of the air have great value – even 
more so those precious souls that 
endure disabilities. However, 
disabilities are not inabilities!

Tragically, this is not true for the 
people that the Embrace Interna-
tional Foundation (EIF) serves. 
Both Guatemala and Uganda for 
instance, have virtually no publicly 
funded programs for either Down 
syndrome or autistic children. I was 
recently told by a government offi-
cial from one of these countries that: 
“there was no point in helping dis-
abled children because they would 
simply grow up to become useless 
adults!” 
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Dennis Wheeler, a member of CIPECADI’s Board of Directors, is 
an accomplished equestrian who is in charge of their equine therapy 
program for children with disabilities. Three times a week children 
are able to ride and help groom CIPECADI’s two horses. The horse 
in this photo is called “No Name” – after America’s hit single “A 
Horse With No Name.”



In collaboration with people like you, EIF is helping to change people’s attitudes towards 
disabilities. In affiliation with our partner organizations on the field we are reaching over 1,000 
children on a regular basis - offering speech therapy, physiotherapy and occupational therapy. 
We are also providing a supplemental feeding program for some of Guatemala’s poorest chil-
dren with disabilities.

This work is helping to create a culture of respect for people with disabilities. Hopefully, the day 
will come when people around the world will embrace the rights of marginalized and vulnerable 
individuals. Collectively, we must endeavour to serve them appropriately. 

This would be wonderful news, but it will not be possible without people like you. Please make 
a donation to the important work of EIF. 

Gratefully yours,

Dr. (r.c.) Paul A. Carrick

PS: “When you help the poor you are lending to the Lord – and He pays wonderful interest on 
your loan!” The Living Bible - Proverbs 19:17

Patrick, one of the Kyaninga Child Development Centre’s 
(KCDC) many occupational therapists, can be seen in this 
photo fitting a specialized wheelchair for a young girl with 
cerebral palsy (CP). The girl’s mother proudly looks on, as 
her daughter is comforted after a challenging therapy ses-
sion. Tragically, the incidence of CP remains very high 
in rural Uganda. For all children – play is wonderful therapy. The 

children within the CIPECADI program love beating 
up on piñatas – a good time was had by all – except 
perhaps poor Mickey!
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